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DEAR JUDGES

Welcome to 2025 and we have already finished with January. My apologies for the late
newsletter and thank you to all those judges who checked to see if they had missed the
newsletter going out in December. It has been heartwarming to have your enquiries
which lets us know that our work is seen and looked forward to.

We have a busy start to the year with the National Field, National Para and National
Youth Championships all happening in March and April. The National Target
Championships will occur late November and the National Indoor happens the first
weekend in July.

This year we hope to resume the online judge seminars which will be advertised when
we have some dates organised.

We will also be assisting RGB's by holding some NJC seminars around Australia for all
judges to attend as well as to accredit new National Judge candidates.

A Technical Delegates course is planned for the end of May which will be advertised
soon.

Thank you for all your volunteer hours in 2024 judging at all the events across Australia.
Remember to log all your judging sessions in your Online Judges Diary.

All the best for 2025,

AU revoir,
Alison

AHison Hagaman




WA OR AA RULE CHANGES FOR 2025

To date there have been no significant rule changes published by World Archery or Archery Australia. It is a good
idea to check that there have been not alterations before you go to judge an event.
NJC Course in Victoria - is open to anyone across Australia who is interested.

Archery Victoria is pleased to be running an in person National Judges Course. We are seeking nominations from
our clubs for members to take part in this course as a first step in obtaining their National Judge qualification by
becoming a National Judge Candidate.

The course will be held over 2 days Saturday 5thand Sunday 6thof April at Moorabbin Archery Club in Highett

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PREREQUISITES FOR THIS COURSE:

Active in archery for at least 12 months (not necessarily shooting - a parent or partner of someone who shoots
may apply, if they have been actively around archery for 12 months)

A minimum of 18 years of age

Attend ajudges Seminar

Pass the Judges Exams (80% minimum pass in all exams) -there is an open book exam completed prior to
attending the course as well as a closed book and a practical exam at the end of the course

Be a current financial member of Archery Australia

Please Note: This is available to all members, you do not have to hold an Event Judge (Blue Shirt) qualification to
take part.

Please advise expressions of interest tojudgesadmin@archeryvic.org.auby 15th February 2025




JUDGE APPOINTMENTS FOR
2025 NATIONAL EVENTS

2025 National Field Championships 2025 National Para Championships
Peter Coghlan ANSW Col Alison Hagaman SQAS Col
Stephen Slack AACT Mark Newnham AACT A/Col
Ryan Abbas ASA Brian Hagaman SQAS Dos
Andrew Stanford ASA Chris Clerke ANSW A/DoS
Lilia Hutchinson ANSW Tim Tse ANSW
Alan Howell AV Alistair Duncan AWA
Alison Hagaman SQAS TD Harvey Price SQAS

Paul Smith AACT TD
2025 National Para Championships 2025 National Youth Championships
Susanne Womersley AV Col Raoul Patel AWA Col
Anabela Robertson ANSW A/fCol Susanne Womersley AV A/fCol
Mark Newnham AACT DoS Stuart Atkins AACT DoS
Kristian Chambers-McLean [ANSW A/DoS Eric Halil SQAS A/DoS
Stephen Slack AACT Norman Biggs ASA
Norman Biggs ASA Kristian Chambers-McLean [ANSW
Shirley Biggs ASA Shirley Biggs ASA
Peter Coghlan ANSW Andrew |Blunden AV
Stuart Atkins AACT Alan |Kemp NQOAA
Tim Tse ANSW Pierre Roux SQAS
Michael Duncan AWA Alison Hagaman SQAS TD
Alan Kemp NOAA Mark MNewnham AACT Reserve
Pierre Roux SQAS
Alistair Duncan AWA Reserve
Andrew Blunden AV |Reserve
Dawn Nelsen Furnell AV |Reserve

CASE STUDY ANSWERS
121

121.1
You are at an event and notice that an archer is shooting a horsebow. He is also shooting with a thumb ring. How
do you approach this situation?

Approach the archer and determine what division the archer has entered. For a horse bow the most likely division
is Barebow Recurve (and we'll assume that for the rest of the case study). Explain that for WA events, thumb rings
are only legal in the Compound division (see Thumb ring interpretation and WA 11.4.8) and the reasoning behind
the rule. Inform them of the legal alternatives available, referring to WA 11.4.8 and Use of thumb to hold string
interpretation.



Assuming the scoring has already started, then the archer’s score will be cancelled up to the point they stopped
using the thumb ring as they were using illegal equipment (WA 15.1.5) which may have allowed unfair advantage.
This will be done in discussion with the Chair of Judges and should be noted on the score sheet and in your judge’s
noteboaok, and the Organising Committee/Score Sheet Management advised. It would also be advisable to make a
note on the Event Verification Form.

The archer then has one of the following options: complying with the rules in the appropriate bow division to
continue to compete

e shoot without submitting a score

e withdraw

L

Ideally, this would have been discovered during equipment inspection or practice. During the
judge's debrief for the day the issue of the thumb ring should be reviewed, discussed and lessons learnt noted.
Was this a mistake made by the judge? Perhaps the thumb ring was not presented? In any case, equipment
inspection can be carried out any time during the competition and any necessary steps taken for newly discovered
infringements.

Notes and rules

The term horse bow; (often synonymous with Asiatic bow) lacks a specific division within WA or

AA regulations. To ensure accurate competition entry, we must identify the appropriate WA/AA

bow type for this equipment. Given that horse bows traditionally exhibit recurve characteristics, it is probable the
archer will be competing in the Barebow Recurve division.

In WA events, thumb rings are only legal in the compound division, as per the Thumb ring
interpretation published 15 November 2021:

Book 3, Chapter 11, Articles 11.1.8 and 11.4.8, Book 4, Chapter 22, Articles 22.1.8, 22.3.8,
2247,2257

World Archery Judges Committee has asked whether the use of “thumb-rings” is allowed for
any bow category covered under Book 3 or Book 4?

It is the majority decision of the Technical Committee that “thumb rings” are not legal in any
division of World Archery except for the compound division. Thumb rings can easily be
turned into release aids which are only legal in the compound division. Additionally, we do
not believe that adding another division in World Archery is in the best interest of the sport
as thumb rings should not be allowed in any finger release divisions.

Which, for Barebow Recurve, is a clarification of this rule:

WA 11.4.8 Finger protection in the form of finger stalls or tips, gloves, or shooting tab or
tape, to draw and release the string is permitted, provided they do not incorporate any
device that shall assist the athlete to hold, draw and release the string.

Note also the Use of thumb to hold string interpretation published 15 November 2021:
Book 3, Chapter 11.1.1, 11.2.4 and 11.4.1

Book 4, Chapter 22.1.1, 22.2.4 and 22.3.1

A question was raised by Archery Australia for drawing and releasing the string using thumb
vs fingers. [...]

It is the majority opinion of the Technical Committee that the thumb is generally considered
as one of the fingers of the hand.

For the Compound, Recurve and Barebow divisions it is legal to use the thumb and/or
finger(s) to draw and release the string.

Tape may be used on the thumb for protection providing it is soft and flexible, does not cause
the thumb to become rigid or incorporate anything that would provide any assistance in
holding, drawing or releasing the string.

For the Traditional and Longbow division it is not legal to use the thumb to draw and release
the string as this would not conform to the requirements specified in Book 4 articles 22.4.7.1
and 22.5.7.1.



The current interpretation should be read in conjunction with
https://extranet.worldarchery.sport/documents/index.php/Rules/Interpretations/English/20
21-2023/2021_-_15_Nov_-_Thumb_ring.pdf.

Equipment contravening WA rules:

WA 15.1.5. Any athlete found to be using equipment contravening World Archery Rules may
have scores partly or fully cancelled (see Chapter 11 - Athletes Equipment).

121.2

At a State Indoor Championship, a judge is called for an arrow value. The arrangement is 4 x 40 cm faces. The
judges instructs that the 3 faces where there are not any arrow values in guestion to be scored. The judge then
asks the archers to carefully remove the arrows from these 3 faces. Now with more room to manoeuvre the judge
assesses the arrow in question on the 4th face using a magnifying glass and determines the arrow value. Is this an
acceptable process?

In short, the answer is no. The rules are quite clear on this point.

WA 14.2.1. None of the arrows, the target face or butt shall be touched until the value of

all the arrows on that butt has been recorded.

Without touching the face or butt the judge should follow the procedure outlined in the WA
Judges' Guidebook 4.18 Arrow Values and determine the arrow value to the best of their ability
and tools (magnifying glass, torch or inspection mirror) giving the archer the benefit of the doubt
if unsure. Some responses noted that inspection mirrors can be particularly useful in more
challenging situations; they are available from car parts shops for anyone interested.

121.3

You have a new Para archer joining your club. How would you approach the

conversation around WA requirements for adaptive devices?

The following group response from SQAS/NQAA is representative of many of the replies received
and highlights the relevant discussion points and considerations:

I would firstly welcome them to the club and hope they are enjoying the experience. | would
also try to understand their goals whether they want to become competitive and shoot at
state and national events etc. along with their specific disability and any limitations.

Once this has been established a discussion around classification and the formal
requirements of adaptive equipment could be discussed, during these discussions | would
refer them to the WA rule books and the specific chapters in Book 3, chapter 21, Para
Archery and appendix 2 Adaptive Equipment.

After all, the archer may just want to shoot socially, so it is important to be welcoming and
inclusive, and not put roadblocks in place. Later on, they may want to enter competitions.
Prior to giving any advice/ruling on para archery equipment always check their Classification
Card. If something is not included on the Classification Card then WA rules apply.

Left archer - For competition, in a para event, the archer on the left has 6 wheels of the
wheelchair touching the ground as in competition only 4 wheels are allowed to touch the
floor, the head rest would have to be remove, and the back support lowered to be 11 cm
clear - see WA Appendix 2 Image 19. The arm rests will need to rectify as well. The amount
of spacing being use will need to be checked to ensure compliance with 1.1.4 of Appendix 2
is complied with measure ensure all the archers equipment including chair fits on the line
within 1.25m. Also, WA Judge Guidebook.

Right archer - For competition, for the handle at the back of wheelchair and any back
support will need to be measured for the height up to the height of the armpit and ensure it is under 11 cm. The
arm rests will need to rectify as well in this archer.

Additional information can be found at AA Para Archery Classifications:
https://archery.org.au/classification/




121.4

On a windy day, an archer manages to shoot only 5 arrows in a six-arrow end at 70 metres. The
last of these arrows was shot out of time. The scores of the five arrows shot are: 9,8,8,7, M. Write
exactly what scores you would enter on the score card.

The final arrow values for that end would read 9 M 8 8 7 M M with judge’s initials to note the
arrow value change.

When applying out of time penalties all the original arrow values are recorded on the scoresheet
and only then is the penalty applied. As arrows shot out of time can be appealed it's important to record the
original value of all arrows.

In this case, the unshot arrow is scored M giving the initial 6 arrow values as 9 8 8 7 M M. These
are recorded on the score sheet highest to lowest as normal. As an arrow was shot out of time
the highest arrow value is then changed to a M by the judge (WA 15.2.2). The judge should make
a note of the out of time penalty in their notebook.

WA 15.2.2 An arrow shot before the start signal or after the stop signal, or out of sequence
in alternating shooting, shall be considered as being part of that end and shall cause the
athlete to lose the highest scoring arrow of that end which shall be scored as a miss.

NEW CASE STUDIES

1.122.1 You are a judge at a major event when archers call you over to make a call on a possible pass through.
There is clearly only one unmarked arrow hole on the target in the 9 ring, and it also shows fletch ripping around it
which is typical of a pass through. However, the arrow can't be found behind the target. What should the judge's
decision be? Additionally, if any of the archers on the target are not happy with your decision, what action/s should
you advise them to take? This may be important if your decision will affect the results of an elimination match.

2.122.1 You see the recurve sight below at equipment inspection. What is your reaction?




3. 122.3 During an outdoor QRE you notice a compound archer at full draw has wrist contact with the risers’ brace
bar. You observe the archer during the shot and notice that the contact is for a significant amount of time while
holding and aiming, but at the actual instant of release a very small gap may have occurred. What action would
you take, if any??

4.122.4 At a National Field event you are called to the target by a group of archers. They then explain that the
scorers did not write down the scores for Archer A at the last target. How do you deal with this situation?

5.122.5 During official practice at the beginning of a tournament an archer shoots an arrow after the signal to
stop shooting has been given. The next end shot will be the first scoring end of the competition. What do you do?

6. 122.6 You have been called to a target and asked to make a line call. See below arrow in the red. What is your
answer?

Please have your replies with RGB administrators by mid March, who in turn are asked to collate and forward
replies by the end of March. Alternatively, judges can e-mail their answers directly to officials@archery.org.au by
March 28th, (but inform your RGB administrator you have done so).




